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SUB J : GDR NOTE RE DUERER PAINTINGS 

REFS: A. STATE 126098 B. MOSCOW 91 15 

1. GDR FIRST SECRETARY HELMUT SCHOLZ AND ATTACHE HELMUT 
ZELMER VISITED EMBASSYJUNE 14 TO PRESENT NOTE FOR 

GDR MFA TO DEPARTMENT REQUESTING RETURN OF TWO DUERER 
PAINTINGS. NOTE IS IN GERMAN WITH ACCOMPANYING ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION. BRIEF EMBASSY-TO-EMBASSY COVERING NOTE 
IS IN GERMAN WITH ACCOMPANYING RUSSIAN TRANSLATION. 

ORIGINALS OF ALL FOUR BEING POUCHED EUR/CE. 

2. TEXT OF MFA'S NOTE AS FOLLOWS: (COMPLIMENTARY BEGINNING AND 
CLOSNG OMITTED): BEGIN TEXT. TWO PAINTINGS BY ALBRECHT 
DUERER, "PORTRAIT OF HANS TUCHER" AND "PORTRAIT OF FELICITAS 
TUCHER", WERE PURLOIND FROM THE ART COLLECTIONS OF WEIMAR 

AT THE END OF JUNE 1945, WHEN US TROOPS WERE PRESENT 

THERE. THESE PAINTINGS REAPPEARED IN THE UNITED 

STATES LATE IN 1945 OR EARLY IN 1946 AND A NEW YORK 

LAWYER, MR. ELICOFON. PURCHASED THEM *9.500#DOLLARS 

AS HE STATED TO THE PRESS AT THE TIME. IT IS ON 

RECORD THAT FOR MORE THAN A HUNDRED YEARS THESE PAINTINGS 
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AND THAT THEY ARE PROPERTY OF THE WEIMAR ART COLLECTIONS. 
AFTER THE PAINTINGS WERE FOUND TO BE IN THE POSESSION 
OF MR. ELICOFON THE ART COLLECTIONS OF WEIMAR HAVE 
THEREFORE APPEALED TO AMERICAN COURTS SINCE 1969 FOR 
RETURN OF THIS CULTURAL PROPERTY. THE DECISION OF THE 
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OF 
18 FEBRUARY 1974, PURPORTING THAT THE ART COLLECTIONS 
OF WEIMAR WERE AN INSTITUTION OF A STATE NOT RECOGNIZED 
BY THE UNITED STAES OF AMERICA AND COULD THEREFORE NOT 
SUE BEFORE COURTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DEPRIVED 
THE ART COLLECTIONS OF WEIMAR OF THEIR RIGHT TO HAVE 
FURTHER PROCEEDINGS INSTITUTED TO ASSERT THEIR LEGITIMATE 
CLAIM. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LONG-STANDING PRACTICE OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW REGARDING THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL 
PROPERTY AGAIN S DESTRUCTION, DAMAGE AND SEIZURE AND 
UNDER THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL 
PROPERTY IN THE EVENT OF ARMED CONFLICT OF 
14 MAY 1954, THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, REQUESTS THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO TAKE THE NECESSARY 
STEPS TO BRING ABOUT THE RETURN OF THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
PAINTINGS TO THEIR HISTORICAL LOCATION, THE 
ART COLLECTIONS OF WEIMAR. END TEXT. 

3. EMBOFF RESPONDED PER REF A.STOESSEL 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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